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Around sound art festival and retreat 2010
Exhibitions, performances, talks, book launch August 20 (Fri) — Sept 9 (Thu), 2010
Retreat (Jockey Club Mt. Davis Youth Hostel) August 21 - 22,2010

Presented by soundpocket
Curated by Yeung Yang and Susie Law Wai Shan

Artists & Speakers
Akio Suzuki (Japan), Dajuin Yao (Taiwan/PRC), Felix Hess (Netherlands), Jaffa Lam Laam (HK), Joe Chan
Kiu Hong (HK), Miki Yui (Germany/Japan), Rolf Julius (Germany), William Lane(Australia/Hong Kong),
Billy Wong Hon Kei (Hong Kong), Cédric Maridet (France/Hong Kong)
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“Otodate” by Akio Suzuki

Around sound art festival and retreat 2010 — an occasion for slow and deep listening

Around is a three-week original and culturally sensitive sound art event that gathers internationally
renowned and Hong Kong’s own sound artists for live performances, installations, and open dialogues.
Site-specific works are presented at places that are not conventionally used for art exhibitions. All the
works aim at bringing the audience’s attention back to listening itself.

Special Features: small music & small sound performances, sleep/dream listening, artist talks, Around
2009 book launch, and performance. Japanese sound art pioneer Akio Suzuki presents listening study
exercise Otodate, inaugurated in the 1990s and has since been presented in numerous cities in the
world. He makes multiple “ear+foot” prints on the ground at specific locations. Listeners stand on the
print and focus on listening. Around also includes a two-day Retreat. Programmes include sunrise and
sunset soundwalks, visiting historical sites and places of topographical interest around Mt. Davis, and
talks about critical listening and understanding noises. All programmes are led by artist/ educator Dajuin
Yao and acoustic designer/audio system consultant Billy Wong.



Programme at-a-glance (subject to slight changes)

Events

Location

Date

Time

Performance

Rolf Julius - small music SINSIN atelier + annex | Fri | Aug 20 7pm - (durational)
Miki Yui - small sound SINSIN atelier + annex | Fri | Aug 20 8pm - (durational)
William Lane - performance on Double-happiness Wed | Aug 25 6 —6'30pm

sound installation

studio

Exhibitions

Felix Hess - It’s in the Air

Academy of Visual Arts
Gallery

Aug 20 — Sept 9

Daily 1T0am — 6pm

Jaffa Lam - Sound Tree

Hong Kong
Architecture Centre

Aug 20 — Sept 9

Opening hours
according to venue
operator

Joe Chan - Jing Ting Foo Tak Building Aug 20 - 29 1230 — 6’30pm
Rooftop
William Lane - Untitled Double-happiness Aug 20 - 29 12’30 — 6'30pm
studio, Foo Tak
Building
Three Midsummer Nights
Dream Concert by Dajuin Yao Part-of Studio Shop Wed | Aug 25 7 —8'30pm
Listening as Self-Study by Akio Part-of Studio Shop Thu | Aug 26 7 —8'30pm
Suzuki
My teachers of listening — frogs Part-of Studio Shop Fri | Aug 27 7 —8'30pm
and the Atlantic Ocean by Felix
Hess
One Wide Day
A talk by Cédric Maridet and Jaffa | Hong Kong Sat | Aug 28 12 -2 pm
Lam: Around the Sound Tree Architecture Centre
Around sound art festival 2009 SINSIN atelier + annex | Sat | Aug 28 3-5pm
Book launch - Meet with writers
and artists
When small music meets small SINSIN atelier + annex | Sat | Aug 28 Sunset

sound - Performance by Miki Yui
& Rolf Julius




Otodate

Hong Kong so Noisy? —
roundtable discussion

restaurant

listening activities in the city Locations to-be-chosen | Thu | Sept 9 - Anytime
“oto-date”- by Akio Suzuki by artist (details would be released
during the festival period after the festival on
www.soundpocket.org.hk)
*All evens above are free of charge
Retreat (ticketed programme)
Walk and listen led by Dajuin Yao | Around Mt. Davis Sat | Aug 21 11am - 3pm
(with picnic lunch)
Make Your Own Mic led by Billy | Jockey Club Mt. Davis | Sat | Aug 21 4 —7pm
Wong Youth Hostel
My listening — show and tell over | Jockey Club Mt. Davis | Sat | Aug 21 8 — 10pm
dinner Youth Hostel
Sunrise listening led by Dajuin Around Mt. Davis Sun | Aug 22 6 —9am
Yao
Noises and culture - Why is “Man Fa Hung” Sun | Aug 22 11’30am — 1'30pm

*Retreat ticket covers basic cost accommodation, transport, 3 meals and workshop materials fees.

Artists’ biography & profile

Akio Suzuki (Japan) born in 1941, is known as a pioneer of sound art since 1960s,

but the breadth of his activities and the form of his works far exceeds the normal boundaries of sound art. It is

perhaps more as a "quester after sound and space" that he has received the most attention from artists in many
fields in the world. The desire to hear, to listen has remained the one constant in Suzuki's stance as an artist.
www.akiosuzuki.com

4 Dajuin Yao (Taiwan/PRC) is a sound artist, music producer, curator, radio host, art

historian. For decades, Dajuin has been promoting experimental music through radio shows, websites and
teaching. He has curated large-scale international new media events and founded China Sound Unit in 1997. He
has developed full curricula in sound art in China and Taiwan and currently teaches at the China Academy of Art,

Hangzhou. www.post-concrete.com




Felix Hess (Netherlands) is a sound artist born in 1941 in The Hague and now living and working in Groningen
(Haren). He was trained as a nuclear physicist and started making electronic sound devices in the 1980's. He
started making sound recordings of frog choruses in different countries in 1978 and listening installations since
1982. He once said, “The frogs taught me to sit still in silence and listen...” All his works are interactive, very
sensitive to what happens nearby, and aiming at the awareness of sensitivity.

# Jaffa Lam Laam (Hong Kong) received her fine art education from the Chinese
Umversnty of Hong Kong. Lam is active in projects related to art in public and community, and specializes in site-
specific work in her art practice and makes use of a combination of media/materials, including sculptural
installation, woodcarving mixed with alternative materials, like water, light, plastic, glass, metal and found
objects. http:/jaffalam.net

Joe Chan Kiu Hong (Hong Kong) graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts and
Master of Fine Art at RMIT University. Chan has been exhibiting his works in Macau and Hong Kong. His ceramic
work includes sculpture, installation, environment, and sound elements. Currently he is working as an
independent artst and art director in Hong Kong. http://apart.hk

i Miki Yui (Japan/Germany) born in Japan in 1971, she has been working on small
sounds in the field of installation, drawing and music since 1998. She lives and works in Diisseldorf, Germany.
www.mikiyui.com

4 Rolf Julius (Germany) was born in 1939 in
Wilhelmshaven; 1961-69 studied free art at the art colleges in Bremen und Berlin. Since the mid 70s, he has
experimented with contemporary music to support perception of his visual objects. He also began to integrate
sounds and noises into his creative work and his own tape compositions. From 1995-96 visiting professor at the
University of the Arts at Bremen. He lives and works in Berlin.



1K
: s u\" AN k’ 2l William Lane (Australia/Hong Kong) is a multi-faceted performer, creator,
improviser, producer and collaborator; Artistic Director, violist and founder of the Hong Kong New Music
Ensemble. During his studies in Italy, Australia, France, Germany and India, he has developed an individual
approach to artistic creation. He is particularly interested in the bridges between formal music composition with
sound art, and also with other disciplines such as architecture, visual art, sculpture and the humanities.
http://hknme.org

£ Billy Wong Hon Kei (Hong Kong) graduated from Theatre Sound and Studio
Recording, Hong Kong Academy of Performing Arts. He was acoustic designer, music producer, theater operator,
recording master, stage manager, and technical coordinator for many art groups. He received the Best Acoustic
Design Award in 1988. Wong is currently audio system consultant responsible for the planning and installation of
audio system for transport facilities, theatre, casinos, and hotels.

Cédric Maridet (France/Hong Kong)works and lives in Hong
Kong since 1999 and received a PhD in media art in the School of Creative Media, City University of Hong Kong.
His research focuses on soundscape theories and on the paradigm between sound-event and sound-object. His

works focus on field recordings, audio-vision, the construction of altered sonorous spaces, and aural architecture.
www.moneme.com

About soundpocket, presenter of Around

soundpocket is a registered charitable organization in Hong Kong, founded in 2008 as a direct response to the
increasing interest of sound art in Hong Kong, the demand for public awareness and education in the sense of
hearing and deep listening, and the need for cultural sensitivity in creative practices. As a promoter, educator,
facilitator, and gatherer, soundpocket is committed to the long-term nurturing of active listeners. Since its
inception, soundpocket has collaborated with non-profit organizations, small enterprises, independent voice-
workers and musicians, and curators of contemporary art on various art and cultural projects. soundpocket
positions itself in the fields of sound, art and culture by initiating interdisciplinary projects that bring multiple art
forms and a variety of cultural contexts into the focus of sound and listening. In this sense, soundpocket supports
not just an art form, but ideas and possibilities that engage with aesthetically meaningful, culturally-grounded and
publicly relevant sonic practices, which have a lot to teach about how we understand the world and the
experiences yet to be valued. www.soundpocket.org.hk



Yeung Yang, founder of soundpocket, is an independent curator and writer. She has a background
in cultural anthropology and cultural studies and currently teaches at the Chinese University of Hong Kong.
Exhibitions she curated include in midair, sound works hongkong 2007, Art Responds to 14QK (2007), Nocturne,
Alfred Ko solo photography exhibition (2008), The Table — tasting food, tasting art (2008). She was also Artistic
Director of October Contemporary 2009 — Now, or Never.

yangy@soundpocket.org.hk | (+852) 90403877

Susie Law Wai Shan is Manager of Curatorial Affairs of soundpocket. She received her BA (Hons)
Visual Arts from the Academy of Visual Arts, Hong Kong Baptist University. Since 2007, she has been working for
events organized by various local art groups, organization, and individuals including Frequently Answered
Questions Print-making Exhibition by Chris Rubino (2007), FOTANIAN Fotan Artists Open Studios 2008 (2008),
ARTHKO8 Hong Kong International Art Fair 2008, What is your Dream Museum by Asia Art Archive (2008),
Anonymity The Debut Solo Exhibition of Silas Fong Sum-yu (2008) and Searching for the Missing Installation
Exhibition (2009). In 2009, Susie was Project Manager for the month-long festival October Contemporary- Now
or Never, which featured more than 100 artists, curators and speakers. She is actively taking various roles in the
local art field as she believes that Art in Hong Kong is always under construction.

susie@soundpocket.org.hk | (+852) 96021229

~end of English press release~
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soundpocket is a registered charity founded in 2008. It promotes sound art and its research and education in Hong
Kong. #&# e AL EMME  BRAASSHREELT LN BITHFT ARHAR A -
http://www.soundpocket.org.hk
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